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Taki Ishikawa, right, and Yoshi Ishikawa, greet Joshua, 1, and his father Mai.
Beniamin Bierly, deputy commander, CampHansen, duringthe Jan 18. Hikariga
Oka-Camp Hansen New Year’s celebration. (See story on pages 10-11)
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Ambassador extends greetings

obobobooooonn

Yuji Miyamoto
Ambassador in charge of Okinawa Affairs
Okinawa Liaison Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

Since | came here last December as the 5" ambassador in charge of
Okinawan affairs, | have been very pleased to work with you, members of
the Marine Corps. | deeply respect your efforts to maintain readiness, pro-
vide humanitarian assistance such as disaster relief and your willingness to
put yourselves in harm’s way to promote world peace
and stability.

It is unnecessary to say how important the Japan -
U. S. security partnership and alliance are. That impor-
tance was highlighted by the participation of foreign
and defense ministers of both nations at the Japan-U.
S. Security Consultative Committee meeting held Feb-
ruary 19. The U. S. Forces in Japan play an especially
significant role as the symbol of the Japan-U. S. rela-
tionship.

Approximately 75% of the facilities and areas used
by U. S. Forces in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa. To
enhance the credibility of the Japan-U. S. security part-
nership, the governmental agreements must be strong,
and their implementation must be smooth and stable.
Moreover, because both nations are “mature democra-
cies,” each government must gain understanding and
support from its citizens by listening to their voices.

I highly admire the outreach efforts you have volun-
tarily undertaken as active members of the local communities in the areas
of English teaching, sports activities, clean-up activities, assistance to so-
cially disabled, etc. In addition, I am well aware of how strenuously you
have worked to reduce incidents and accidents.

“Nothing made by human beings is perfect” is my creed. There is always
room for improvement. Therefore, one of my tasks here is to advise you as
afriend in hope that your work will come closer to being perfect. Of course,
I would also very much welcome your candid opinion as a friend. Indeed,
this is communication and mutual understanding. Let us make our best
efforts toward perfection!

Another task of mine here is to help Okinawans strengthen the rela-
tionship between Okinawa and the world. I'm racking my brain for ideas as
to how I can link the development of the Okinawan economy with the
booming economies of East Asian countries such as China. | believe that
you have an important role to play in this regard. Please advertise the
“USA” to Okinawans as well as learn their history and culture.

By the way, the images of the “USA” most easily recognized by ordinary
Japanese are Washington D. C., New York and San Francisco. As a former
three-year resident of Atlanta, Georgia, | disagree with this. I hope that you
will strive to spread a variety of images of the “USA.”

Okinawa is such a wonderful place, and | sincerely hope that your tour
in Okinawa will contribute to intensifying the tie between the U. S. and
Okinawa and also between the U. S. and Japan.

Yuii Miyvamoto
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Reinforcing ties with local welfare communities

AWWA visits Yaeyama islands
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Story by Seiko Reich, AWWA Honorary Member

To study the needs of local welfare facilities firsthand, thirteen volun-
teers from the American Women'’s Welfare Association (AWWA) departed
Naha Feb. 27 for a five-day tour of Miyako and Ishigaki Islands. Each year
the AWWA sends representatives to Miyako and Ishigaki to learn more
about the welfare facilities there and the people they support.

The AWWA has supported welfare causes on mainland Okinawa, Miyako
and Ishigaki for more than thirty years. Its donations, which come from
contributions received from military spouse clubs on Okinawa, have
exceeded $2 million in the past ten years alone.

Upon arrival in Miyako, the ladies were greeted by directors of the facili-
ties the group was scheduled to visit. “We always receive such a warm
welcome,” said Christina Bartholomew, President of AWWA. “Even
though the directors may not know us personally, they always treat us as
though we are old friends because their relationship with AWWA goes
back many years.”

Over the next two days, the volunteers visited one orphanage, five
facilities for mentally and/or physically handicapped people, three elder care
facilities and a leprosarium. While visiting Oshio En, a welfare facility for
physically challenged persons, the AWWA presented a vehicle with the
capability to lift two wheel chairs. “We are all thrilled with the vehicle made
possible by your generous donations. The vehicle will enable members of
our facility to participate in the community,” said Toru Shimoji, Director of
Oshio En.

The second half of the
AWWA trip occurred in Ishigaki
and included a courtesy visit with
Ishigaki City Mayor Nagateru
Ohama. The group received brief-
ings and tours at eight welfare fa-
cilities that AWWA currently sup-
ports on the island. Residents of
those facilities were often eager to
dance, sing and simply hold
hands with the AWWA visitors.
In her welcome speech at
Basukinayo, a nursing home car-
ing for 50 residents, Eiko Miyara,
president, Kibo-ga Oka Group,
the home’s parent organization
said, “there is no other volunteer
group (like AWWA) that has
made continuous donations on
agrand scale. They give me inspi-
ration. We hope to carry on this
wonderful relationship with the
AWWA.”

“One can't help but notice the
common thread throughout all
of the visits, that being the joy
held by the occupants, despite their disabilities,” said Bartholomew. “This
is a great testimony to the hearts of Okinawans. We feel very privileged to
support the staff at these facilities in their constant desire to improve the
quality of life of those in their care.”

AwADOOOOOOOOOO

oobbhoOO000oooooobmoooooboobobobooo
oobooooobooooobobboooobDAwWAD O OO 130
0202700050000000000000000000AWA
oooooooooooooobbobboboooboomooo
gobooboooooobboooooobboooobmon
ooobobooooboboooooobboooooobog

gooobobooomoobobooooobobooeodyd
oooobobooooooboooooobooooooboo
gobobboooooobobbooomoooooooboooon
ggoobobobboboobodoawmAlOODOOOO0Oooooooo
oooooboooooooobobooooooooboooo AwAOO
gooobooOwADODooooooomomooooooo
gospoooboobooooooomooooooooooo
Obz000000 200000000000

gooosapooooowAD DO DODoOoooooooond
goobobbooomoooobooooomooooommooo
oooooooooosgooooomoooobboooooon
toomoooooooooobooboooomugooooo
oooooooomooooomoooooooooooon
0moomooooooooomoobooooooooon
gooobooboooboood

goobamAC OO DOOO0OO00ooOoooooooooogoo
ggooobooobobooog
ooooooooooooo
goooooooooood
ooooooawAD CDOOOd
gooooosooooog
ooooooooooooo
gboooobooooboooo
ogooobooooobooog
oooooooooboooo

ggoooooodd
oooooooooo
gobobooogoooo
ooooooooooooo
goobooodoawADDOOO
ooooooooooooo
oooooooooooog
godano
gooboooboooomoon
ggoooobooooood
ooooooooooooo
dooooooooooboboomobmobobooboobobn
ooobbooooobobbomobboooooooboooo
dddooodoooooooooooooooooooooon
ooooboooooooboboooomobooogooooo
goobooooooomooooon

Photo Courtesy of AWWA
Jean Noon, AWWA member, receives a welcome gift from Mega Shinzato, 91, at
Seishika no Mori Nursing Home in Ishigaki March 2.
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Marine Corps purchases
boost Okinawa economy

1 O

Steve Forjohn
Procurement Attorney, Pacific Area Counsel Office

The US. Marine Corps makes a significant contribution to Okinawa’s eco-
nomic vitality through the purchase of goods and services from local businesses.

There are two different Marine Corps purchasing offices on Okinawa: the
Regional Contracting Office Far East (RCO) and the Marine Corps Commu-
nity Services Purchasing and Contracting Branch (P&C). Both offices are
located on Camp Foster, and both make great efforts to buy items from local
vendors when possible.

According to Major Kevin ) ) o
(Right) Hidetoshi Kakimoto, local

Schlegel, RCO’s Chief of the Con-
tracting Office, in U.S. Fiscal Year
2004, RCO purchased approxi-
mately $15.6 million in goods and
services from on-island vendors.
That was 41 percent of all goods
and services RCO bought for
Okinawa-based Marine units. The
value of RCO purchases from
Okinawa vendors is actually higher,
said Schlegel, as these figures do
not include locally procured goods
and services purchased by contrac-
tors whose transactions are man-

business owner, shows his
company’s promotional DVD to
Master Sgt.Kenneth Moore,
procurement chief, RCO. Kakimoto
visited RCO March 18 to learn more
aboutthe Marine Corps’ procurement
system after participating in the
NREOC BusinessFair.
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many of the non-Marine Corps
agencies that do work for Marine
Corps units on Okinawa (e.g., the
Defense Logistics Agency, the Army
Corps of Engineers and the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command)
buy from local vendors and that
those purchases also aren’t counted
in RCO’s statistics.

The RCO has 14 Japanese em-
ployees, most of whom serve as
contract specialists. All are vital to
RCO's efforts to place orders with
local vendors and to help local ven-
dors understand U.S. government
procurement procedures. As part
of their efforts, at the March 2005 Naha Regional Employment Opportuni-
ties Council (NREOC) Business Fair, RCO helped Japanese vendors com-
plete required registration paperwork to do business with the U. S. Govern-
ment. The RCO also publicized the NREOC Business Fair by inviting
Marine Corps units to attend so they could learn for themselves what prod-
ucts and services are available from Okinawan vendors.

Meanwhile, P&C purchases from Okinawa-based businesses in FY04 to-
taled close to $9.6 million dollars, according to Ernie Tolson, Acting Director,
MCCS P&C. This was more than 95% of all P&C purchases that year. The P&C
staff includes three Japanese buyers. In support of MCCS business outreach
efforts, P&C presented a briefing at this year's NREOC Business Fair to explain
to local vendors how they can be considered for future MCCS contracts.

The RCO web page can be found at http://rco.mcbbutler.usmc.mil.

Please see “Okinawan Economy” on page 5
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(Left) Minako Yara and Sgt. Bertha
Leguizamon, both contract

specialists, RCO, examine
requirements by the U. S. OUOOOOOO
Government for future RCOOOOOOOOOOO
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Marine colonel speaks to
Okinawans from the heart
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor
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Col. Richard W. Lueking, camp ooooooooooooDo
commander, MCAS Futenma, be- ooooooowoooooo
came the first American to ever speak oo3090000000oDO
at the Ginowan Ethics Association’s OO0dGEADDDODDODODD
(GEA) morning seminar March 9. oooooooooooooo

According to GEA President oo
Yuichi Nagayama, the weekly semi- ooogeGeADOOnnom
nar aims to educate and inspire its gooooodooooogn
members by inviting distinguished obooooooooooooo
guest speakers from the local com- g g 'é g % % % % booood
munity.

Having known Lueking for years 0 DD S g DD DDDDDDDDDDDDDS g
through functions of Ginowan City, 0000000000 O0000
the air station and various civic orga- O00000O00000000
nizations, Nagayama said Lueking was O0000000000000
a great candidate to be a seminar 000000
speaker. o 0000000000000

“Col. Lueking is very personable 00000000 O0O0ooOoon
and a man of true character,” said Oo00Mmooooooon
Nagayama. “He and his family have 000000000O0oooo
done so much for our community. | 0o0o0ooooooooooo
thought it would be wonderful if B J o0ooooooooooon
GEA members could listen to him  Col. Richard W. Lueking, camp commander, MCAS Futenma, spoke atthe OO0 0000000000
firsthand to get to know him.” Ginowan Ethics Association’s morning seminar March 9. GEADDOOO0OO0OODODOOoOO

Lueking, dressed inabusinesssuit 3090 D 0000000000000 0000000000O0O0O0O0O0 O00000D0O0O00OODOOO
and tie, spoke to the gathered GEA 000000000000 00DMODOOOOO0O oooooooooooend
members about how his experiences gooooooooooooo
in Okinawa over the past six years have shaped his view of its people and Coooooo uooooooodooood
culture.

“Okinawans are the most generous and gracious people I have had the 03000000000000000000000000000
pleasure of meeting and working with in my 30 years in the military,” said booooooiooooioiuouoooouonouonn
Lueking. “I have great respect for Okinawan culture and history.” g g S g S poobooootoooooodooouoodn

After the one-hour seminar, GEA members had a chance to talk with 1000000000000CGAOODODOOOO0O0000
Lueking over breakfast. alalalalalalalalalalalalalala

Mitsuo Nishihara, consultant, Raci-Ma Corporation, said Lueking’s deep 000O00O0C0O0O0000O0O000000000000000
understanding of Okinawa really impressed him. “We tend to thinkthat oo ooooooooooDoo000000000mMO000
service members are out of touch with the civilian world,” said Nishihara. o oOoopoooo0OoDoDO0OO0O000O0000000000
“Today, | realized that is not true. I'm glad that I got to know Colonel 0000000000000 0oDo0o0oDoo0ooDooooon
Lueking, as he is a wonderful and very humble person.” 00000000000 Do00o0oDooooooooooon

Nagayama said that Lueking also impressed GEA memberswithanun- OQooooooO00O
precedented gesture. He donated the speaking gratuity from the association to 000000000000 000000000GEADDODDOO
help renovate the GEAS office. 000000000000 00000000000000000

minisisinisinininisisisisisisisisisininininls!
Continued from “Okinawan Economy” on page 4 voooboboooooood
A map is posted for local vendors who wish to visit thg RCOin Person. o QpoppoOOO0O0RCOOOOONONOOONOCOOONOOOOOO
Those who want to learn more about the RCO and sellingto the Marine o ppoppoooUoOOODOO0DO0O0O00O0OC0OO0OOO00O000
Corps can call Ms. Rine Maekawa, (098) 892-5111, extension 645-8391, 0r [ ] :-:098-892-5111 [0 :645-83910 000 0ED OO
contact her by e-mail at maekawar.ja@mcbbutler.usme.mil. O maekawar . ja@mcbbutler.usme.milO0 0000000

General information on MCCS and its programs can be found at http://
www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org. MCCS P&C Japanese purchasing agents can
be reached at (098) 892-5111, extensions 645-2428 and 645-2420. P&C is
developing a Japanese-language web page to assist Okinawa vendors in un-
derstanding the MCCS procurement process.

MCCSODOOMCCSOODODODOOOOOOOOOOhttp://
www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org DO O OO OOMCCSP&CO OO OO
0000000000000 :098-892-5111 [ [ :645-2428[1242001
go0ooooooooopcOdbOnoooooboooooooon
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U.S. Naval Hospital intern .
doctors teach Okinawans .
life saving skills

Story and photo by Amanda M. Woodhead

[]

OO

gooo
HRERERE

Japanese intern doctors at the U.S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa, taught the ﬂ]

first on-base Japanese version of a basic life saving (BLS) course Jan. 14. 140000

Thirteen Japanese students attended the innova-
tive class.

The hospital hosts six Japanese intern doctors
each year as part of a residency exchange program
between the U.S. and Japan. This year’s classdecided
to leave its mark on the hospital and the entire local
community.

Lt. Cmdr. David P. Murphy, Internal Medicine
and Pulmonary/Critical Care Department Head ap-
proached the Japanese interns with the idea of of-
fering Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) in
Japanese to local Okinawan medical professionals
as a community outreach program. The Japanese
interns were eager and motivated to accomplish
this task and prepared both the prerequisite BLS
and ACLS courses in Japanese.

“l am astounded at their efforts,” said Murphy.
“We now have the ability to teach up to 15 Japa-
nese students a quarter the skill of saving a life at
no cost to them. The same class off base can cost
up to $600 and often has lengthy wait
periods to learn the same subject mat-
ter.”

The interns worked for three
months to prepare this first-ever
course in Japanese. According to Japa-
nese intern doctor Yoichi Kato, they
not only worked around tight sched-
ules to instruct the course, they also
spent many hours in preparation as
well. “We translated teaching materi-
als, videos, and examinations for the
course. We were often up until 2a. m.
because that was the only time we
could all get together,” Kato said.

“It was demanding to prepare all
the materials in our free time, which
is not often. We worked very hard

L,
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... we wanted to leave a legacy for

other intern doctors in the future

and this was the best way to do

that and give back to the commu-
nity at the same time.”

Naori Yamashiro,

Intern doctor, USNH, Okinawa
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and long hours to plan this course,
said Naori Yamashiro, who is from
Okinawa. “But, we wanted to leave a
legacy for other intern doctors in the
future and this was the best way to
do that and give back to the commu-
nity at the same time.”

Students in the class included doctors, nurses, fire department emergency [E O ﬂ] E] EED
medical technicians and other medical professionals.

Students were glad to participate with such diverse classmates. “It is good E [Q] Q Q Q EL Q Q

to have doctors teaching the course through evidence-based medicine. | took O 0 O

this class once before, and while the material is the same, the presentation is . ' IZB] i D Q
(Please see “Life saving skills” on page 7)

Dr. Naoko Uehara instructs local doctor Toshikazu Uema in the first Japanese
language basic life saving skills course at the USNH.
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Navy officer speaks at OlU

Lt. i.g. James J. Condon (center), Division Officer for Social Work, U. S.
Naval Hospital, Okinawa, takes a photo with Okinawa International
University social welfare students and their professor, after speaking to
the class about child welfare and domestic violence Jan 13. Lt. j.g. Condon,
who is a certified licensed clinical social worker, also spoke to the students
about interventions and how they relate to social work in the U. S. and
Japan.

Photo by Amanda M. Woodhead
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(Continued from “Life saving skills” on page 6)

different,” said Rui Arakawa, a nurse from Chubu Hospital in Gushikawa
City. “The other students provide me with exposure to people from various
medical backgrounds: doctors, nurses, fire department staff. We learned a lot
from each other’s questions. It is a great course to take.”

The basic course included instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
and the proper technique for treating choking victims. The students practiced
the life saving methods on mannequins. They also took an hour long written
exam. The course lasted eight hours and not only qualified the students in
BLS but also prepared them for the ACLS. The first ACLS class was provided
one week after the BLS course at the hospital.

“The students were very excited and eager to learn the material,” said Dr.
Naoko Uehara, also from Okinawa. “They asked very sharp questions and
applied the medical skills they already knew to the procedures. It was incredible
to be the first to teach this course.”

Other Japanese intern doctors who participated in preparing course mate-
rials and instructing classes were Taketo Baba, Tomohiro Arai and Sadao
Jinno.

The hospital plans to provide the course in Japanese once a quarter. “This
is (the U. S.) Naval Hospital’s way of reaching out to the local community to
not only teach indispensable skills but to give something back for all the
Okinawans have done for us,” said Murphy.
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3rd Marine Division provides
powerful ground units for
missions throughout the world
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Marines and sailors from 3rd Marine Division, which deployed to Indonesia in support of United States tsunami relief
efforts, mount goods for transportation. While in Indonesia, the Division provided humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief to people affected by the Dec. 26 tsunami.
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Headquartered on Camp Courtney in Uruma City, the 3" Marine Division
(3 MarDiv) is the ground combat element of the 111 Marine Expeditionary
Force. As such, its primary mission is to execute amphibious assault opera-
tions among other missions it may be directed to accomplish.

Established on Sept. 16, 1942 at San Diego, Calif., the 3 MarDiv saw
action during WWII in numerous places including Bougainville, Guam and
Iwo Jima, before being disbanded in 1945. The Division was reactivated on
January 7, 1952 at Camp Pendleton Calif. It moved to Okinawa in March
1956, where it stayed until departing for Vietnam in May 1965. The Division
remained in Vietnam until December 1969, when it moved to Camp Courtney
after completing the longest continuous tour of combat duty for any division
in the history of American forces.

The Division has two infantry regiments, the 3 Marine Regiment based
in Hawaii and the 4" Marine Regiment located at Camp Schwab. The Division
also consists of the 12th Marine Artillery Regiment, located at Camp Hansen;
the 3" Reconnaissance Battalion and Combat Assault Battalion, located at
Camp Schwab; and a headquarters battalion at Camp Courtney.

The Division, which has approximately 6,000 Marines and sailors, is char-
acterized by its participation in the Unit Deployment Program, a system that
rotates units from the U. S. to Okinawa for six or seven month training cycles.
It is a unique program employed by the Marine Corps to help maintain
flexibility in force readiness and war fighting capability.
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Division units have played key roles in the current war against terrorism.3d — [J [
Battalion, 3d Marines is currently deployed to Afghanistan supporting Opera- [ [J

tion Enduring Freedom. Meanwhile, 1% Battalion,
3d Marines recently completed a tour in Iraq in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom. While in
Iraq, they conducted counter-insurgency operations,
fought in the Battle of Fallujah, and provided se-
curity and assistance to the first free elections there
in more than 84 years.

The Division’s 3d Reconnaissance Battalion is
deploying to Iraq this spring

The 3 MarDiv also puts an emphasis on main-
taining a close, working relationship with Japan
Self Defense Forces, conducting various exercises
together with them.

Units under the 3 MarDiv frequently deploy
throughout the Pacific for training exercises in coun-
tries including South Korea, Thailand, Australia
and the Philippines.

Its most recent mission was providing humani-
tarian assistance and disaster relief in Indonesia
after last December’s tsunami.

“We're ambassadors no matter where we go.”
said Brig. Gen. Christian B. Cowdrey, command-
ing general, 3¢ MarDiv. “While the amount of free
time of 3" MarDiv Marines and Sailors have is
limited, they are always willing to assist in the com-
munities in which they work”.
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Photo by Cpl. Ryan Walker
Marines fromAmphibious Assault Company, Combat
Assault Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, conduct
vehicle recovery exercises aboard Camp Schwab.
Jgooooooooooobooooooooon
Jod0ooooDo0oooooooooooon

Ooonon

gbbooboboobobooobooooao
000000 mooobDoooooono
gbobooooooooooooooo
01i00oooooobooog
oobooooooooooooon
gboobooboboobooobooo
obooooooobooooooboo
gooo
ooooooooooOoODOmDboO
oooobooooooboooooon
ooooo3oooooooooon
ooooooobobooooboooo
oooooooooooooooon
obooooooobooooooboo
ooooomoooomooooono
oooboooooboomoooono
oobobooooomooooooo
ooo0oo0oooooooooooon
ob0Mmobooboomooooo
gboobooboboobooboo
gbooobomoboooboooooon
ooomoooomooooooo
ooo0oooooooooooooon
gbobooobooobooooboooon
oooooooooboooomooo
gbooomooooobooooboon
gbboboboobobooobooooao

]

OO

OooOgooog Ood OO

obooooooon

0O o

g1rzooooooooo
gboooooon

oooBoofYoogog
oooBooBoog g
DooBwnoPoo
DDDD§DDDD

=

The 3rd Marine Division officially adopted this insignia
in 1943. In the center of the shield is a gold and black
CALTRAPF, an ancientinstrument of war. In 1952, the
words “FIDELITY-HONOR-VALOR” were added.
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Okinawan *“grandmas”
teach Marines and families
how to make muuchi
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Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

“Muuchi” and “getto” are just a couple of the Japanese words that Marines
and their families from Camp Hansen learned during a New Year’s celebration
with their “Okinawan families” at Kin's Hikariga Oka Nursing Home Jan. 18.

The language lesson was a by-product of an introduction to muuchi, mochi-
tsuki, and a tea ceremony that approximately 35 Marines and their families from
7% Communication Battalion enjoyed that day.
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Hikariga Oka Director Ayako Ginoza said
that while the two groups have been celebrating
Japanese and American holidays together for
more than a decade, she wanted to make the
occasion special for Marines and their families by
providing chances to experience something new
and Okinawan in an at-home atmaosphere.

The groups started with a lesson in mak-
ing muuchi, a uniquely Okinawan tradition.
To prepare the dish, rice flour is first mixed
with water and other ingredients including
sugar and purple potato powder into a soft
dough-like mass in a bowl. Then, a palm-
sized amount of dough is shaped and
wrapped into a bundle in Getto leaves, which
give out a strong fragrance and are believed to
be a natural antisepsis and preservative. Each
bundle is also bound with a string. With the
fragrance of Getto leaves in the air, everyone
gathered around Okinawan “grandmas” to
learn how to properly shape and wrap the
muuchi dough before later steaming it.

Ginoza said the Okinawan elders were very
happy when they found out that the Ameri-
cans were participating in making muuchi with
them. “The seniors and Americans may not be
able to communicate well due to the language difference,” said Ginoza, “but in
this way they can have fun interacting with each other.”

While waiting for the wrapped muuchi dough to be steamed, Marines and
their families joined Hikariga OKka residents and staff for traditional Japanese
mochi-pounding and tea ceremonies while children played with nursing home
residents, tossing classic Japanese paper-made balls.

“Everything was so beautiful, especially the tea ceremony;” said Pfc. Lauren
Swensson, field operator, 7" Comm. Bn. “I grew up drinking green tea in
California, but | had never tasted tea made and served in such a traditional
manner.” Swensson said she felt very lucky to see and participate in the colorful
event, especially considering the fact that she had only been on Okinawa for three
days. “I am now definitely getting into the culture.”

The final touch to the day’s rich cultural experience for the Marines and
families was to enjoy the steaming hot muuchi that they helped make before
taking the taste of Okinawa home with them.

“This exchange allows us to feel a little bit closer to home,” said Major
Benjamin T. Bierly, deputy commander, Camp Hansen, who also participated
in the day’s activities. “People at Hikariga Oka are Okinawan families to us,” he
added. “It impresses me every time | come here how personable they are and
how much they are willing to give of themselves to other people. It encourages
everybody to be as giving as they are. We definitely feel blessed by it.”

— [
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Okiawan senors at Hikariga Oka Nursing Home teach Lance
Cpl. Levi D. Carter how to wrap muuchi dough with Getto leaves.
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Marian Payton receives a cup of green tea from Yasuko Shimazaki, tea ceremony
master. Service members and their families from 7th Comm. Bn. observed a
traditional tea making ceremony and then learned about the proper way to

drink the tea.
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Brennan sisters, Rebekah, left,5, and Abigail, 8, and Hikariga Oka Nursing
Home staff member Ryosho Shimamoto participate in the mochi-pounding
ceremony as others from 7th Comm. Bn. and the nursing home look on.
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Okinawan “grandmas” at Hikariga Oka Nursing Home show Katie Brennan, 10, how to properly wrap muuchi (Okinawan rice cake)-dough in a Getto leaf.
Okinawan and Japanese cultural traditions of the season, including making muuchi, were introduced to more than 35 service members and their families during

the Jan. 18 Hikariga Oka-7th Communication Battalion New Year’s celebration.
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Marines, Hama students
run, foster friendship
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Running is a regular part of most Marines’ lives. They run to stay in shape
and to build camaraderie within their units. But Marines from Camp Hansen’s
9" Engineer Support Battalion ran for different reasons, fun and friendship,
when they joined Hama Junior High for the school’s annual lunar New Year run
Feb. 9. It was the first time outsiders participated in the event.

9t ESB Marines have been visiting Hama Junior High School every month
for about a year to help with English communication skills, to share in differ-
ent activities, and to foster friendship. Taking part in the annual New Year’s run
was a natural extension of the friendship developed between the two groups,
according to Hama principal Seiyu Oshiro.

The day began with an opening ceremony followed by a three-kilometer run
for women and a five-kilometer race for men. Both runs incorporated the 1.4
kilometer-long, scenic Hamahiga Bridge.

Megumi Doi and Pfc. Olivia Leyva-Asin finished the women’s race side-by-
side, winning first place in the student and adult categories respectively.

“I talked to her a little bit while running,” said Leyva-Asin. “About the half way
across the bridge, on the way up, she and | sprinted to the top. When she got tired
and slowed down, I said ‘Come on, come on’ and we finished the run together.”

Doi said she was able to beat her own personal record thanks to Leyva-
Asin. “When the race neared the end, | became tired and slowed down. She
encouraged me to keep going,” said Doi, who was preparing to graduate and
therefore competing in her last race as a Hama student.

Hama English teacher Takeshi Yamauchi and Lance Cpl. Corey W. Smith
finished first and second in the men’s adult category. Seventh grader Shingo
Hadama, who ran neck and neck with Yamauchi and Smith, won the men’s
student catgegory.

Because the lunar new year is a holiday for
residents of this fishing village, the entire com-
munity supports the event, according to
Oshiro. Evidence of that support could be
seen at the finish line as local residents used
small Okinawan drums and other homemade
noisemakers to cheer the runners.

During the closing ceremony, Oshiro con-
gratulated winners in each category and gave
certificates and prizes to Marines and medals
to students. “Running with Marines gives the
students great motivation,” said Oshiro.
“We're so happy to have Marines from Camp
Hansen participate with us today.”

As part of the closing ceremony, the school
hosted a surprise farewell for Navy Lt. Todd
Orren, battalion chaplain, who coordinated
9™ ESB visits over the past year. Orren fin-
ished his tour of duty here in February.

Each student thanked and bade farewell
to Orren in English. Hama teachers and staff
presented him with an album containing pho-
tos commemorating each meeting of the two
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groups as a token of their appreciation.
“Thank you very much for opening your

door to us,” said Orren, with teary eyes. “The
time | spent with you, helping you learn En-
glish, playing sports, and celebrating holidays
together was something I will remember for-
ever. It’s been a great honor for me to be a
volunteer at Hama Junior High School.”

third overall.
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i i1
(From left) Megumi Doi and Pfc. Olivia Layva-Asin finish the
women’s 3K runtogetherduring Hama Junior High School's annual
lunar New Year run Feb. 9. Lance Cpl. Jennifer McQureerir finished
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Courtney volunteers boost
English education
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Utilizing the school’s “privileged environment” to the fullest extent, Kawasaki
Elementary School Principal Yoshiko Miyazato has been dedicating herself since her
arrival at Kawasaki in spring 2004 to pro-
viding students a robust English program.

“Due to the presence of our Ameri-
can neighbors at Camps Courtney and
McTureous, we are privileged to have
an abundance of human resources for
our English classes and valuable oppor-
tunities for friendship exchanges,” said
Miyazato. “These are very advantageous
for English education.”

In addition to scheduled weekly En-
glish classes for its third and fourth grad-
ers, Kawasaki also receives military and
civilian volunteers from Camp Courtney
to assist in its “English Club for Parents
and Students,” a weekly extra curricu-
lar activity. “This innovative club has
been received really well by both stu-
dents and parents since it began last sum-
mer,” said Miyazato.
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Efforts to cultivate Kawasaki's En-
glish program were recognized during a
workshop at the school hosted by the
Central Education Office Feb 23.

More than 30 English teachers and
their supervisors in charge of education observed a third-grade class taught by
Kawasaki's teachers and 10 volunteers from Camp Courtney during the workshop.

It was the first time a class observation was offered as part of a biannual work-
shop for teachers of central district elementary schools that receive volunteers from
U.S. military bases on Okinawa under the Volunteer Native Assistant Program. The
program, which began in 2001, has been promoted by the Okinawa Prefectural
Education Bureau. Currently, 17 schools participate in this program in the central
district, of which 11 schools are supported by the Marine Corps on Okinawa.

“In past workshops, we mainly discussed program issues that needed to be
improved,” said Minoru Yamada, Supervising Director, Central Education Office,
Okinawa Prefectural Education Bureau. “Today, | wanted all the participants to see
how Kawasaki's teachers and volunteers work together in an actual class.”

The subject of the day’s class was “learning to count from 1 to 50. During the
45-minute class, Kawasaki teachers and Courtney volunteers helped students learn
numbers and other vocabulary through music and interactive games.

“| always keep in mind that I need to help students build their confidence,” said
Cpl. John D. Peet, camp services, Camp Courtney. “The more interactive they are
with me, the more interactive they will be with others.”

During the workshop held after the class, participants asked Kawasaki teachers
questions about a variety of issues, including class preparation and coordination
with the military volunteers. Divided in small groups, they also discussed various
teaching methods and activities used in classes at each school as well as problems
and possible solutions.

“I learned many things today that are very helpful,” said Hisakazu Teruya,
teacher, Kitanakagusuku Elementary School. “For instance, | learned how we can
best maintain close communication with our military volunteers, which seems to
be the key to making the most out of this program.”

“I'm glad to see our students getting the most benefit from this program and our
efforts,” said Miyazato. “They love their English classes and their teachers. Above
all, that's what matters the most.”

Camp Courtney volunteersFeb. 23.
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Through our international
exchange program
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By Megumi Doi 9" Grade, Hama Junior High School

This essay won the grand prize at the Hama Junior High School Speech contest and second
prize at the Katsuren Town’s 27 Parents and Teachers Association Speech Contest. During
the contests, students expressed their thoughts about subjects related to activities within and
outside the school based on their own experiences. Printed with permission.

Are there any foreign nationals around you? If there are, what kind of
relationship do you have with them?

At our school, a class called “interchange class” is held every month, during
which we have interaction with people from Camp Hansen. | was not very
nervous about the class because | had some experience interacting with foreign-
ers, thanks to the classes offered at my elementary school as part of the general
education program. Since April of last year, we have had many opportunities to
interact with people from Camp Hansen, sharing different types of activities
including the “welcome freshmen” basketball tournament, Haari competition,
English classes, and bowling on base.

My fondest memory is the bowling. It was my first time bowling on base.
The bowling alley was very different from the one I usually go to, so I found it
hard to figure out how to properly use it. For instance, the base bowling alley
was comparably small and score keeping had to be done manually. Since none
of us had ever handwritten game scores before, we learned how to do it from
the Hansen Marines as our game progressed. Although I could not speak
perfect English, the Marines were kind enough to teach us using gestures,
making it easy for us to understand.

While we have been having fun and friendly exchanges with people who
work on Camp Hansen, | understand that in other Okinawan communities
such as Ginowan City, the relationship between the local residents and the U. S.
military has deteriorated due to last year's helicopter crash. | learned about the
accident from TV. Though | was not initially concerned much about the news,
I eventually realized that it is related to us because we actually have a relationship
with people on base. It scares me to imagine an accident like the crash happening
in our neighborhood. What frightened me the most about the crash in Ginowan
was that fragments of the downed helicopter were found inside one of the
nearby resident’s home where a baby was sleeping, according to a newspaper
report. | assume that the residents around the base have been living under fear
for their lives.

Likewise in Kin Town, home of Camp Hansen, therefore, home of our

Please see “Exchange Program” on page 16
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Hama Junior High School 9th grader Megumi Doi (front row, second from far right) and her schoolmates, teachers and school staff posed for a picture with

Marines from 9th ESB, after Hama’s running competition Feb 9.
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Local preschoolers, teachers

Joboboboooooonn

honor “MarineSantaClause”J 00 QOO QO4QQOooog

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Judging by the “book’ of photos and letters of appreciation that GySgt Jacob
E. Schantz received during the Japan Childcare Association’s 18" Annual Work-
shop for Directors and Teachers January 15, the US. Marine Corps’ 2004 Toys for
Tots Program was a huge success.

Schantz, who was one of the program administrators on Okinawa, received the
book from Kazuko Sakima, JCA Okinawa Branch president, during the workshop,
whic was attended by 560 teachers.
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According to Schantz, more than 10,000
toys were collected during the six-week toy
drive last year. Approximately 1,000 of
them were given to JCA Okinawa to dis-
tribute to 111 JCA-affiliated schools on
the island.

The unexpected gifts brought so much
joy to the recipients, who were children ages
4 months to 5 years, as well their teachers,
that teachers across the island started send-
ing thank you notes and pictures of chil-
dren playing with the toys to the JCA, said
Sakima.

Asaway of thanking the Marine Corps,
Sakima bound the letters and photos into
abook to present at the Jan. 15 workshop.

During a welcome speech Sakima, on
behalf of the association, gave special rec-

ognition to the Marine Corps on Okinawa
and to program officials.

“Children at each school were so ex-
cited when the gifts arrived,” said Sakima.
“They absolutely went nuts while opening
the gifts, shouting that Santa Claus really
exists and was watching over the well-behaved kids.”

Sakima said that the program also had a very positive impact on parents and
teachers. “We'd been very concerned these days with the environment surround-
ing children, which is not necessary a friendly one with many minors becoming
victims of heinous crimes in Japan,” Sakima explained. “It is such a great comfort
and heartening thing for parents and teachers to find out about the program the
way we did and know that people in the community do care about children and act
upon it,” she added.

“It was great to know that we were able to touch the lives of so many children,
and also those people around the children,” said Schantz. “I hope this not only
helped the kids have a good Christmas but also helped build community relations
between our host country and the U.S. Marine Corps.”

For Schantz, who has led the program on Okinawa for the past two years, it
was the sparkle in the kids’ eyes when he delivered toys for the first time in the
States four years ago that motivated him to become involved in the program
again. “Doing the actual pickup and delivery of toys to very needy kids in Gettysburg
(Pennsylvania) really touched me,” said Schantz. “I've been hooked ever since.”

Schantz said he hopes to have Marines in Dress Blues standing box watch at
local stores for this year's campaign. “It really helps draw attention to the program
and brings in more toys.”

Besides the toys given to the JCA, others were distributed to orphanages,
facilities for the handicapped and hospitals throughout Okinawa and to needy
children on base.
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Photo courtesy of Cosmo Nursery School
Children at Naha’'s Cosmo Nursery School play with a brand new toy

their school received from the “Toys for Tots” program.
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Readers’ Voices

5 O

— 3
P

ooooooooooooooooon
a

ooo
ooooooOooOoooOoooOoOoOoOOO
dooooooooooooooooooooon
ooooooooooooooooooooon
oooooooobooooooooooooo
dDoooooooooooOoOOOOOOO
oo0ooo0ooo0omoooooooon

0ooo0oooOooooooooooooooo
gooooobooobooooooobooooo
oooooooOooooooOooooooooo
goboooboooobooooooboooo
0ooo0oooOooooooOooooooooo
gooboboooboboooobooboobooo
oooooooOooooooOooooooooo
gddddooooooooboooooooooo
0ooo0oooO0oooOoooo0oooooooo
gooooobooobooooooobooooo
0ooo0oooOooooooooooooooo
g ooooomao
ooooooooo

| have been taking English conversation cl asses
offered on Ganp Schwab for a year and a hal f. |
used to have sone doubt about the U S nilitary's
presence here. | was scared of U S service
nmenbers whenever | saw them |ssues
surroundi ng bases are rooted deep in our society;
therefore, it nay be dfficut to sdve them Though
the base presence i s not sonething one can sinply
deny or accept, onethingis clear to ne the service
nenbers | know are good nei ghbors and cl ose
friends tous. | amtruy appreci ative of the service
nenter s who vol unteer to teach us English wth
noch enthusiasmand of al the mlitary officias as
vel | who nade this wonderful opportunity availabl e
for us to conmunicate with one another.|
renenber how tinid | was when | first started
comng to the class. Now, | very nuch ook
forward to it every week. (Mkako Saki hana,
Mot obu Town)
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Wth Japanese transl ati on provided, Ckina V&
is easy to understand and | al ways enj oy readi ng
it. | amrealy happy to knowabout various friendy
exchanges between people of the U S nilitary
and local conmunities. | especially enjoy |earning
about U S service nenbers who engage i n nany
vol unteer activities, which al so encouraged ne to
do sonething for others. | hope that Cki na Wa
wll help &kinawans and Anericans under st and
nore about each other . (Yoko Qnzal ez, Naha Gty)
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Hello, everyone. | always enjoy reading Okina Wa.
The USMC stationed in Okinawa has been active in
local communities in Okinawa. Through Okina Wa,
I hope that more people get to know the USMC and
their activities and deepen mutual understandings
between the two. (Kaori Miyanishi, Kadena Town)
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I've viewed the online version of Okina Wa. | read
it with much curiosity and have come to have a
better understanding of what goes on in the bases|
Reading Okina Wa is also very helpful in learning
English. (Hiroshi Katayama, Mie Prefecture)
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Thank you for taking the time to read Okina Wa.
Your comments, suggestions and feedback will help
us improve!
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paoeditor@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
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Continued from “Exchange Program” on page 14
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foreign friends, there is an ongoing discord between residents and the military
over a new military facility which is being constructed on Camp Hansen. Though
I see Hansen people enjoying themselves whenever we get together, they prob-
ably have difficult times dealing with the friction with the protesting residents.
Hearing about these cases makes me uncomfortable. Is there any way to solve
these problems? I understand that it is not easy to find a solution because of
many reasons. For instance, people who work on base will lose their jobs (if we
were to get rid of the bases). | also heard that landowners who lease their land
for use by the military are against the return of bases because their living is
supported by land lease income. The governments of Okinawa and Japan have
started working to find possible solutions. Though the problem may be com-
plex, | really want them to provide viable solutions.

Itis my wish that the residents who are currently against the U. S. military will
have a good relationship as we have here between our school and Camp Hansen.

I have met people from Camp Hansen. From my personal experience, |
believe our understanding of each other has grown through our interactive
exchanges, even if only to a small extent. | am truly glad that | have gained as
many experiences as | have in the interchange classes with Camp Hansen, and |
would like to enjoy the remaining classes before the year's end, working even
harder on my conversation skills.

Are there any foreign nationals around you?
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Karim D. Delgado
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_wa/subscribe.html and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787. Okina Wa
is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.html
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